
m

Vasse PS Newsletter
2025 Term 2 Week 3 Edition

From the Principal

I trust you and your family enjoyed the recent Autumn break and had a
happy Easter. The Student Leaders proudly represented Vasse PS and the
school’s long history and its’ past students at the Busselton RSL’s ANZAC
Service on Friday 25 April. The school’s ANZAC Service was held on
Monday 28 April.  Mrs Bigwood (Music Teacher) organised the service
which included an address from Army Reservist (and Vasse Year 6
Teacher), Corporal Brandon Docking. Cpl. Docking’s speech not only
referred to the history of the ANZACs but also ANZAC qualities the
students can apply in their everyday lives at home and in school.  The
following is an extract from Cpl. Docking’s speech:

The ANZAC spirit represents a sense of purpose and direction. The
original ANZACs knew what they had to do; knew of the dangers and
difficulties but they got down and did not let those difficulties stop them
from obeying their orders.  It is true that the whole campaign did not
achieve what was hoped for. But the soldiers on the ground stayed until
their leaders decided it was time to withdraw.
You can apply this to your everyday life. You know what work you have to
do at school, and what jobs your parents may have set you to do about
the house. No matter what difficulties you think are in, think of the
ANZACS and others who have followed them, and push the difficulities to
one side and accomplish your task.

Senior Assembly
Friday 16 May 

Junior Assembly
(Yr 1 Rm 19, Yr 1 / 2

Rm 21)
Friday 23 May

Student Free Day
Friday 30 May

WA Day Public
Holiday

Monday 2 June

 Book Fair
Monday 9 June

WHAT’S ON



Secondly, the ANZAC spirit represents an acceptance
of responsibility. This is another quality you should
apply in your everyday lives. Take responsibility for
everything you do.  Sometimes you do something which
is against the wishes of your parents or teachers.  
Remember the ANZAC spirit and take responsibility for
what you are doing.

The ANZAC spirit also includes a sense of compassion,
(being kind and considerate). This has been summed up
in the Australian experience as mateship. This means to
watch out for your mate, help him or her at all times
and don’t poke fun at other people at school because
they may have had some misfortune, or come from a
different part of the world.

Thank you to Mrs Bigwood, Corp. Docking and the
School Choir for leading us in this memorial service.

P&C Colour Run
Last Tuesday’s (Kindy A) and Friday’s Colour Run events
were great occasions for the school to break the routine
timetable and have fun with colour. The P&C ran a great  
fundraising event that was enjoyed by all students.  The
P&C raised over $7,000.  Well done Vasse school
community and thank you for your support.

YouthCARE Coffee Morning
This morning’s free coffee morning was generously
donated and run by the School Chaplaincy Provider,
YouthCARE. In 2005, the Federal Government
introduced the option for schools to apply for funding
to provide Chaplains in schools. As a Principal back
then, I was quick to submit an application, and ever
since, have formed the view that the Chaplaincy service
is an essential part of schools. Perhaps I have been
blessed to have amazing Chaplains in my schools,
however I know they work very hard to support
students, families, staff and the wider community. Our
Chaplain, Rob Muscat, is no exception!  Rob is a member
of our school’s Student Services Committee and a
wonderful support to numerous students and families.
Rob also coordinates the volunteer programs that come
into the school, including the weekly Tuesday Breakfast
Club, where Rob and his team make over 200 toasties
for students, staff and parents. In saying all of this,
perhaps we should be making coffee for the YouthCARE
team to show our gratitude!

However, with generosity and service in their hearts,
YouthCARE did this for us this morning. On behalf of the
school community, thank you Rob and Youthcare!

School Board Workshop
Last night the Vasse PS School board attended a
Department of Education training session. Along with
Boards from Rapids Landing PS and Margaret River, the
group heard about the roles and responsibilities of
School Boards in Independent Public Schools.

The VPS is a very astute and supportive group who have
the students’ immediate and long-term future in mind
as core business. Personally, I very much enjoy working
with our School Board who is passionately and very ably
led by Chair, Katie Taylor. Thank you to Katie and
members for taking the time to attend the training.



VPS News

Vandalism
Like us, I’m sure you were upset to read about the
vandalism at the school on the weekend of 3 and 4 May.
In this incident, beer was not only consumed on school
grounds, bottles were smashed with glass shards left
lying around the school including on grassed areas and
hard surfaces. Unfortunately, this was not the first
incident of vandalism at the school. In my 12 months at
the school, we have had graffiti such as large swastikas
on sheds, hate symbols, racial slurs and tags spray
painted on buildings. Fires have been lit on play
structures and in secluded paved areas. We have had
forced break-ins into buildings and toilets. Sometimes
the culprits have uploaded their exploits to social media!
Kindy / PP gates have been torn from their hinges and
play equipment destroyed and murals tagged.

Thankfully, our wonderful cleaners and groundsmen are
quick to clean up the damage, so that when you and your
children arrive at school on Monday, you don’t notice the
vandalism and the offence it causes. 

Thank you to Lorraine and her cleaning team, and Jeremy
Bruce (Groundsman)! We know this often requires
weekend work or very early starts on Monday mornings. 

If you notice suspicious behaviour on the school grounds
outside of school hours, I urge you to report it
immediately to police.

School Development Day - Friday 28 May (Student Free)
Our next whole staff professional learning day marks the
middle of Term 2. This student free day leads into the WA
Day long weekend. Throughout the day, the teachers will
be doing more work on Cognitive Load Theory (how the
brain learns) and designing Daily Reviews as a revision
and recall strategy in Literacy and Numeracy. The
Education Assistants will be working with the School
Special Educational Needs - Disabilities on complex
conversations (using language to support students with
special needs).

These days are invaluable for whole school professional
development. The Term 3 School Development Day is
Friday 22 August.

Mother’s Day
The word ‘mother’ evokes many emotions and
feelings. We hear the word used to describe
humanity’s special connection and belonging (eg
mother-nature, mother earth, the motherland).
Some words that come to mind when I think of
mothers is unconditional love, comfort, caring,
nurturing, home, belonging and selflessness.  The
list is endless.  To all our Vasse mothers, we hope
you had a wonderful Mother’s Day!

Alex Cameron
Principal

YouthCARE’s Free Coffee Morning was a great success this
morning with parents and staff enjoying their free coffees.  
YouthCARE has been running the program for several
years in conjunction with school chaplaincy programs,
with the aim of enhancing community engagement in
schools.  As part of the initiative a Staff Wellbeing Award
is presented and Dawn Blanchard, Lead Education
Assistant at VPS received the Staff Wellbeing Award this
morning. Dawn received the award for her support and
commitment to mental health and wellbeing in the school.

L-R Rob Muscat (Chaplain), Dawn Blanchard, Mr Cameron
(Principal) and Benn Gladden (YouthCARE).
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Year 6 Interschool Summer Carnival

Although the weather tried to rain on our parade
last term, we didn’t let it stop us! With a quick
shuffle, our Summer Carnival landed perfectly on
Wednesday, 9 April, and what a thrilling day it
turned out to be! We’re very grateful we could
reschedule, because this event was simply too good
to miss.

Our Vasse students went head-to-head with teams
from Geographe, West Busselton, Dunsborough, and
Busselton, showcasing their talents in Basketball,
Beach Volleyball, and Tee-Ball. But this day was
about more than just competition, it was a chance
to connect, collaborate, and create memories with
students from our local region.

Students displayed great sportsmanship,
impressive skills, and unbreakable teamwork. From
powerful volleyball serves to skilful basketball plays
and home runs in Tee-Ball, the atmosphere was
buzzing with enthusiasm and energy!

A massive shout-out to all the Year 6 teachers,
Education Assistants, and parent volunteers.
Because of you, our students had an unforgettable
day filled with excitement and achievement.
 
Nadia Farmer (PE Teacher)

VPS Mentor Program

Mentor, Malcolm Jennings guided Harry (Year 2
student) throughout Term 1 to create his special
project.  It was a basketball challenge and each
week they worked on the planning, cutting parts out
and glueing together to complete his project.  Harry
had lots of fun makng it with Malcolm, and to be
able to play the basketball challenge with his
classmates.

VPS News

Learning Spotlight

Term 1 Year 5 Art classes
was all about sustainable
art practices.  Following
the theme of pirates, and
linking to Enquiry learning,
students re-used old music
songbooks to create ink
and charcoal mixed media
art pieces.  Examples are
proudly displayed in the
Office Reception.



Community News

Colour Explosion Fun Run

The students, staff & parent volunteers had
an absolute blast during the colour explosion
fun run on Friday 9 May.  Thank you to all our
students, staff & parents for contributing to
such an amazing fundraising event for our P &
C. Without all of you we wouldn’t be able to
hold such fun events like this and the time it
takes to plan these events is a mammoth
effort for committee members. 

A big thank you also goes out to all the
business’s that donated prizes to our
event. Some very lucky students won
some fabulous prizes because of these
legends. 

Vasse Primary P & C 

Vasse Fathering Group
Join the Vasse Fathering Group for a beach walk on
Sunday 8 June.
Meeting at Meelup beach car park before walking
towards Castle Rock where we will be providing
burgers for lunch.
Anyone who wants to take their fishing rods will be
able to cast out once we return to Meelup Beach so
there will be no need to take them on the walk. Bait
will be provided.



Community News

Cape Naturaliste College Tour
Current Year 6 parents are invited to attend a tour for prospective 2026 Year 7s.
Tuesday 3 June 2025
5.00-6.00pm
Parents to assemble in front of the Performing Arts Centre entry doors located at the Blue
Sculpture (front of school).  Students are encouraged to attend with their parents.
Please register your interest at:
 https://sobs.com.au/pt3/parent.php?schoolid=2287
 
Chevron City to Surf for Activ
Super Early Bird Offer is on NOW until 31 May. Register at https://perthcitytosurf.com

Grassroots Mountain Bike Skills Program (Dunsborough Mtb Park)
Coaching & Trail rides, 7-15 years. For more information call Bike Shed on 97591495 or go to
www.capemountainbikers.asn.au/grassroots

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsobs.com.au%2Fpt3%2Fparent.php%3Fschoolid%3D2287&data=05%7C02%7Cjulie.cameron%40education.wa.edu.au%7C306c86e30e43485b67a808dd884883dd%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C638816567225617261%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=y3ZU97idx9QES66iHk8gqcQJgV0ExFglk%2FzKSYJh5Rw%3D&reserved=0
http://wwwcapemountainbikers.asn.au/grassroots

